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James Dornan MSP 

Convener 
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The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh, EH99 1 SP 

Dear Mr Dornan 

North 

Lanark§hire 
Council 

Education, Skills & Youth Employment 

In response to your letter of 22 December 2016 I am able to reassure you and your committee that North 
Lanarkshire Council Education service did not refuse to accommodate a meeting with Fulton MacGregor MSP. 

We offered to facilitate an alternative approach which would have allowed the elected member to engage with a 
wide range of teachers without impacting on children during the school day. 

Mr MacGregor's office made contact with a senior officer within the education service to request opportunities for 
the MSP to meet with a range of teachers in each secondary school within his constituency. 

The Head of Service discussed the matter with Alan in the MSP's office and suggested a different approach. 
We suggested that an event be arranged and that we would publicise this within the schools and encourage 
teachers to attend. This would have allowed Mr MacGregor to achieve his stated goal. 

In addition, the matter was discussed with our headteachers and they stressed the importance of avoiding any 

disruption to the education of pupils in their schools because teachers would be absent from the classroom. It is 

common practice to arrange meetings, focus groups and professional learning sessions for staff outwith the pupil 

day in order to avoid disrupting lessons. As your letter recognises, there are "time pressures on teachers" and 

the proposal from Mr MacGregor would have taken "away from teaching time or other priorities to arrange 

meetings". 

Therefore I do not accept that the approach we suggested is representative of an education authority putting up 

barriers but in fact illustrates a professional service who put the education of children and young people first and 

in line with parental and community expectations. 

I would be more than happy to discuss this matter further with you. 

Yours sincerely 

Assistant Chief Executive 

(Education, Skills & Youth Employment) 
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Education, Skills & Youth Employment 

Isabelle Boyd CSE 

Assistant Chief Executive 

Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street 

Motherwell ML 1 1 AB 
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